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1st European national teams coaches´ meeting, Istanbul 14
th

-15
th

 June 2008 
 

Meeting Report 
 

The first European national team coaches’ meeting was held under auspices of European Table Tennis 

Union (ETTU) and with the cooperation of Turkish Table Tennis Federation. The aim of the meeting 

was to discuss the situation in European top table tennis and propose adequate actions in order to 

improve top table tennis in Europe. ETTU plans a meeting for national junior and cadet coaches 

during European Junior and Cadet Championships in Terni in July 2008 to be held on a free day, aim 

of the meeting is to get some proposals and ideas regarding improvements in this age categories. 

Coaches from most of European leading table tennis associations (35 coaches from 18 countries) 

attended the meeting. The meeting was led by ETTU president Stefano BOSI, and members of the 

ETTU working group Mr. Michel GADAL and Mr. Radivoj HUDETZ. Themes for discussion were 

ETTU Olympic project and exchange of experience among top coaches.  

 

In opening discussion Mr. GADAL said that 

this was a first coaching meeting dedicated to 

high level performance. It is about the players 

who should be able to compete on even terms 

with top Asian players. We in Europe do not 

know from which country a big talent will 

show up and must try to back up all such 

players regardless from where they come. 

Speaking about ETTU Olympic project we 

must start for the Olympic Games 2012 with a 

small group, these players we already more or 

less know.  

 

For 2016 and 2020 it will be bigger groups from many federations and we must find ways how to 

select them. These players must be motivated to work hard to reach a very high level, we must secure 

best coaches to work with them. At the same time we must find enough terms for practice, 

organisation of top events must promote top players! There are a lot of good ideas but lack of 

communication, we must find adequate ways for efficient communication, exchange of ideas.   

All coaches attending the meeting took part in discussions, made proposals and expressed different 

views to subjects ETTU Olympic project and Education of coaches. 

ETTU Olympic project - Olympic Games 2012, 2016, 2020 

Discussion: 

- Europe should cooperate in order to compete with Asian teams. ETTU shall help to organize and 

support financially common European plans aimed to improve the level of top European players. All 

European national federations shall be asked to join a common European Olympic project which 

should be divided into three groups which are part of that project - plans for Olympic Games 2012 

group of candidates for medals, 2016 group of talented young players which are supposed to be on the 

top in 2016 and 2020 group of  very young players for the future for which an adequate talent ID 

system must be agreed upon. 

Michel GADAL, Stefano BOSI and Radivoj HUDETZ 
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- Calendar problem is for European players in all age categories a big problem - due to different events 

there is not enough time for basic training and for recuperation. It is necessary to work on calendar in 

order to secure more time for training and recuperation. For groups selected for ETTU Olympic 

project at least 4-5 terms for training camps should be found even if it should mean not to participate 

on events like some Pro-tour tournaments. A working group of few experts shall propose solutions - 

see what can be done better with European calendar, propose some solutions to equalize national 

calendars as far as possible.  

- For Olympic Games 2012 ETTU shall nominate some players which are considered to have chances 

to compete successfully with Asians in Olympic Games 2012. Selection should be made by a group of 

experts. Players nominated into the men and women groups should be offered best conditions for their 

development. ETTU shall organize the groups, shall secure financial means together with national 

federations, help to find sponsors such as makers and others. 

- ETTU shall engage a manager for the whole Olympic project - he should find terms and places for 

common practice, make financial plans, take care of all tasks concerning the organisation, coordinate 

the practice for members of the nominated groups in existing European national training centres. 

- ETTU should discuss with Chinese TTA the possibility to organize common training of young 

European women players selected into the group for 2012 Olympic Games with adequate Chinese 

women players. Chinese TTA has already agreed in principle to cooperate with Europe and let for two 

years practice their 2012 Olympic women selection with an adequate European selection. The goal is 

to have for next two years each year two training camps, each about 10-14 days, with both groups in 

Europe and two in China. European group should have about 10 players. This camps should at the 

same time be used for exchange of experience with Chinese coaches. 

- ETTU should discuss with Chinese TTA 

and/or Japan, Korea such common training 

camps for selected men as well.    

- Selected players from federations which have 

not national training centres should be offered 

to practice in existing national centres - ETTU 

should see which federations are willing to 

offer help under which conditions and shall 

support in each way such cooperation.  

- Coaches of selected players should be 

involved in training camps of selected groups 

as much as possible. On the other side ETTU 

shall nominate coach or coaches which will as 

leaders conduct the training camps and supervise the development of each player nominated into a 

selected group. The groups are not fixed, new players can be nominated into a group or otherwise 

players can for various reasons be left out of the group. 

- For 2016 and 2020 selections different criteria shall be made - results, potential of a player, 

possibilities for practice at home, valuation of players during European training camps. 

 

- It is desirable to organize as many as possible training camps for bigger groups of cadets from 

different countries. It is necessary that participation in such camps is not expensive. In such camps 

players shall be if possible accompanied by their coaches, experts participating in the Olympic project 

shall make adequate programmes for the camps. In such camps there is good possibility to exchange 

experience between coaches in an proper way and besides such camps could be helpful for the 

selection of players for ETTU Olympic project. 

-  For all European players in any of the selections it is very important to have regular opportunity for 

practice and matches with Asian players. They have a different game to which European players are 

normally not used from the very beginning and what causes later many problems. 

Austrian coach LIU Yan Yu and German coaches Joerg BITZIGEIO and 
Richard PRAUSE 
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- Most European countries have serious problems with school obligations of young players. In some 

countries the problem is partly solved, practically each country, as reported, is looking for a solution in 

accordance with specific conditions in their country. It was said that there is no chance to copy China 

or another Asian system, we must find European ways how to solve it, exchange of experience and 

ideas in this field is quite desirable. 

- One concrete proposal was to form 2 groups of players for the project 2016 - boys and girls groups 

from 15 to 18 years of age, 2 groups of players for the project 2020 - boys and girls from 12 to 15 

years of age, each group of about 8 players. For each group ETTU should nominate a coach which 

should be responsible to coordinate the development programmes for each player in his group, an 

ETTU manager for Olympic project shall prepare financial programme, organisation of camps etc. The 

groups shall have 4-5 training camps in a year, half of them in Asia. 

- It is common feeling that Europe has problems with coaches. The status of coaches in Europe is not 

adequate to their tasks. Basic education of coaches in many European countries is not well organised, 

the educational programmes are not good enough. Federations which have good educational 

programmes shall give their programmes and experience at disposal to federations which need such 

help. It was said that ETTU shall initiate and 

coordinate all ways of cooperation in that field 

- exchange of educational programmes for 

coaches, publishing on ETTU website articles 

on subjects and information interesting for 

coaches. For coaches working with top players 

in all categories is very important to get 

opportunities to exchange experience with 

other top level coaches. They should 

participate with their players in training camps 

as this is an opportunity to exchange 

experience with other top coaches. Not only 

participation of players in practice in other training centres than that in their countries is important, 

ETTU shall initiate and support visits of top coaches from one country in training centres or camps in 

another country just as part of exchange of experience and advanced education of coaches. Training 

camps with Chinese and other Asian teams shall be used as an opportunity for organized discussions 

with Asian coaches.  

- When "any other business" was on the agenda there was a proposal to make an experiment and play 

one or two international tournaments without coaches, the same like in tennis. The explanation was 

that the coaches have due to present regulations anyway quite reduced possibilities to advise the 

players and there is permanent "war" between umpires and coaches, the later always being accused to 

give illegal advice. 

Several coaches spoke about the problem with rules concerning the racket - according to experience of 

several coaches the official ENEZ device used for racket control is not reliable and causes many 

problems. There were many problems with rackets at Olympic qualifications in Budapest and the 

coaches felt that their players were treated in a very unfair way. They ask for fair and correct control in 

future and want to have in advance all the information about the criteria for the racket control. 

After all discussions ETTU president Mr. Stefano Bosi summarized ideas on which ETTU shall 
work as agreed: 

- ETTU shall discuss within Executive Board and on AGM in St. Petersburg ETTU Olympic project 

consisting of three parts - group 2012, group 2016, group 2020. 

- All three parts of the project shall start side by side, start of the whole project should be January 

2009. 

- First it is necessary to present the idea to European TTF, the necessity and advantages of joint 

activity regarding development of top table tennis, to arrange all aspects of cooperation. 

- To establish ways of communications regarding the project. 



 4 

- To nominate an expert group which shall work out detailed plans in accordance with guidelines 

accepted by ETTU EC and AGM.  

- ETTU shall engage a manager for the project who shall take care of all technical aspects of carrying 

out the project. 

- ETTU shall find and nominate coaches which shall be on part time basis engaged in different parts of 

the whole project. 

- Possibility of engagement of an ETTU head coach who should be engaged on full time basis should 

be discussed. His responsibility would be to coordinate the work of all coaches engaged on the project, 

to prepare plans for the training camps, to prepare reports on development of players participating in 

the project, to coordinate their training plans with their coaches, occasionally help them in daily 

practice. 

- It is necessary to study the possibilities to secure for all age groups of players terms for practice and 

recuperation, terms for joint training camps. An expert group shall prepare proposals for changes in 

European calendar, proposals to equalize as far as possible terms for national calendars. Some joint 

training camps could be planned even in periods of international events on which players invited to the 

camp would not take part. 

- To support as part of the project European training camps for bigger groups of cadets. Such training 

camps should be a part of the process of selection for the programme 2020 and as well used for 

exchange of experience between the coaches. 

- To support and coordinate the practice of talented players in training centres or camps of other then 

their association, specially for players from federations which have not such training centres. 

- To start negotiations with Chinese and other Asian table tennis federations to establish cooperation, 

organize joint training camps for top players of different age categories, organize exchange of 

experience among European and Asian coaches. 

- To study the possibilities to organize ETTU mini cadet championships. 

- To develop all kinds of exchange of experience among European coaches - coordinate and back up 

visits of top coaches in training centres and training camps in other countries, initiate organized 

exchange of experience among coaches during joint European training camps and training camps with 

Asian federations, support all other possibilities for exchange of experience like ETTU technical 

magazine. 

- To adapt the Development programme, specially the part for 2020 to the new goals and priorities, 

having in mind development of top quality, which is becoming the big problem for Europe.  

- Financing of the Olympic project should be covered by national federations and ETTU. Besides 

ETTU should make strong efforts to find other sponsors for the project. 

- Call for a meeting of European national youth and cadet teams coaches during the European Youth 

and Cadet Championships in Terni 2008 to discuss all aspects of proposed project, specially the part 

regarding 2020.  

 

by Radivoj HUDETZ 


