Junior and Cadet coaches’ meeting in Terni: how coaches perceive ETTU Olympic project /
part 2.

During the European Youth Championships held in Terni, ETTU organized a meeting of national junior and
cadet coaches. 45 coaches from 22 national association attended the meeting to discuss about the European
Olympic project and the next European Youth Events.

On this occasion ETTU web magazine team requested to some of the participating coaches their opinion
about the present TT situation of the respective National Associations and how to cooperate to pursue the so
called “ETTU Olympic project”.

Achim SIALINO, Netherlands sport director

In our country the sport support from the authorities changed - we were asked in which age the table tennis
players are on the top and our answer was that their best age is around 25-30. So now this is the category of
seniors minus 1, it means players 18-24 get the most support, youth less and for cadets we get almost support
anymore. We have to find money for programmes of talent ID and camps of youngest, tournaments even
like European cadet championships ourselves. It is surely not an easy task, we must count on cooperation of
clubs, regions, parents, sponsors. Because of such structural change of support we had to change a lot in our
programmes. Of course, now we have more money at disposal for seniors, but with cadets and mini cadets
we had to find new ways, to secure own financial means for such programmes. In our country it was a
problem that our players needed a lot of time to join to the top in senior competition, now we have better
possibilities to help the generation between 18 and 24. On the other hand we try to install professional
coaches to work with our juniors and in future with cadets as well. We try as well to give our coaches better
education for their work. Near Arnheim we have a national training centre for several sports, among them
table tennis too. At the moment we have 3 players, aged 16-17 living there and going there into school. It
costs a lot for a player to stay there, but some of places we get free of charge, if we want more players to
have there we must secure financial means for it. Many of players from national teams are regularly coming
to practice into this centre, the distances in Netherlands are not so big and for most of the players it is not a
problem to come there to training without living there. Some stay sometimes in nearby hotels, some players
from other associations are from time to time joining the training in the centre too. We have already had
cooperation with other associations, we have sent our players to Spanish training centre in Barcelona, but it
is expensive and Spanish coaches can not take full care of our players there, they have to concentrate on their
own players. For these reasons we are fully ready to support the new ETTU Olympic project - we can not
alone do too much, but we are ready to join such a project, to cooperate with other bigger association, to pay
our contribution for our players, but to give them in such a way possibility to fully develop their abilities. Of
course in European training camps there should be an ETTU coach to supervise the camps, give instructions,
speak with coaches of the players. Our coaches must get chances to see how top coaches in other countries,
not only European, work, to exchange experience with as many as possible. We already insist in our
education of coaches that they go abroad and see how elsewhere the training is organized. We think that the
ETTU idea shall coordinate efforts of European associations, organize exchange of information is very
promising. It is very expensive, for some smaller federations even impossible to organize all prerequisites for
high performance level, but to do it together should be much easier. We in Europe should start to think what
kind of game we would like to develop to be able to compete with best Asians - do we want to do it with
present topspin game, do we want to go new ways. In the past we were able to beat Asians when we found
European answers to their game, we should try to do it again.

Sergej BRJUSIN, Russian national cadet girls” coach

I have 13 times coached Russian team at European Youth and Cadet Championships and most of the time
see that some countries (Germany with all their selections, Romania with cadet girls and girls and some other
selections, our country included) are producing year after year new generations of players, where you can see
the systematic work behind. In our country we have in October, with start of the new season a test
tournament with cadet girls, where we nominate the candidates for the national selection. In the city of



Kstovo there is a World Samba training centre. It is a very modern centre with dozen sport halls, fitness
rooms and all necessary facilities for training and recuperation. This centre would be suitable as an European
table tennis training centre as well. We have with our cadet selection 5-6 training camps in a season, each
one lasting for 8-10 days. Besides we are playing at all important international cadet tournaments during the
season, we try to reach the peak of the form of our players at European cadet championships. In march we
have our Russian championships. When planning the development of our players we try to avoid to produce
table tennis robots - each player has to develop his individual abilities, has to learn to play with his own
head, own ideas, not to play as a robot, listen only to advice from the bench. As a coach I consider the
character of the player as one his most important qualities, for me it is one outstanding criteria when making
the selection. When we compare Asian, specially Chinese girls with our girls we immediately see that Asian
girls are much better physically prepared, we are far behind in that field. It is not easy to reduce the gap
between Europe and Asia, our only way can be to cooperate much more, have common European actions,
invite Chinese women coaches and learn from them how to improve the level of our girls.

Nikolaj ULJANCHICH, General secretary of Ukraine Table Tennis Association

We are really proud and happy with our girl Margaryta Pesocka, which succeeded in qualifying for Olympic
Games and was able to win 3 gold medals in Terni at European youth championships. Her gold medal in girl
singles is surely a big personal success for her and for our table tennis, but for our work the gold medal of
our girls in team event is even a bigger acknowledgment. It means that not only our Margaryta Pesocka is the
best as a single appearance, but she is accompanied by other girls which learned to play in our table tennis
clubs and centres. We have a long tradition in table tennis, but we have problems with conditions for high
performance table tennis. We do not have a national training centre, but we have a table tennis centre in the
city of Doneck where there is a good table tennis hall and other facilities for practice. Most of our top men
players are practising there when not playing abroad. Margaryta Pesocka is quite often practising there as
well. For her getting from International Olympic Committee and ITTF Olympic scholarship was big help and
enabled her participation on more tournaments and training camps. Our Federation has limited financial
possibilities to cover all such needs. For Pesocka big help is her individual equipment sponsor as well and we
are thankful to ITTF and to her individual equipment sponsor for this help. In case of Margaryta Pesocka it is
very good that her mother is professional coach and is coaching her in the club and in the national team

In Ukraine we have national individual championships and national team championships, we have 4 leagues,
regional leagues, we have even two cadet leagues which are played in tournaments. We are now trying to
establish a national table tennis training centre in which our best young players would practice and go to
school, but it is not easy to close the financial construction for such a centre. In Ukraine by far the most
popular sport is football and besides football most of the support are getting sports in which Ukraine has a
chance to win medals on big world and European championships and Olympic Games. But we have to fight
for our place under the sun.
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